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CM5 
Altocumulus translucidus 
- Thin enough to reveal the position 

of the sun or the moon  
Generally invading the sky 

Notice that the size of each rounded 
mass is much smaller than the 
rounded mass of a Sc cloud as seen 
in Photo3 

Photo2 

Photo1 

Notice that the size of the rounded 
Ƴŀǎǎ ƻŦ !Ŏ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀǘ άAέ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ 
smaller than the rounded mass of Sc 
ŎƭƻǳŘ άBέ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ Photo3 

Notice that the size of the rounded 
Ƴŀǎǎ ƻŦ !Ŏ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀǘ ά!έ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ 
smaller than the rounded mass of Sc 
ŎƭƻǳŘ ά.έ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ Photo3 
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Notice that the size of the rounded 
mass of Ac cloud is much smaller 
than the rounded mass of Sc cloud  

Notice that the size of the rounded 
mass of Ac cloud is much smaller 
than the rounded mass of Sc cloud  

Ac 

Sc 

Notice that the size of the rounded 
mass of Ac cloud is much smaller 
than the rounded mass of Sc cloud  
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Ac 

Sc 

Notice that the size of the rounded 
mass of Ac cloud is much smaller 
than the rounded mass of Sc cloud  

Ac 

Sc 

Notice that the size of the rounded 
mass of Ac cloud is much smaller 
than the rounded mass of Sc cloud  

Ac 

Sc 

Notice that the size of the rounded 
mass of Ac cloud is much smaller 
than the rounded mass of Sc cloud  
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Ac 

Cu 

CM7 
Altocumulus opacus 
- Thick enough to conceal the position 

of the sun or the moon.  
The rounded masses or roll shapes 
result in grey and white shaded areas 

CL2 
Cumulus mediocris  
CL1 
Cumulus humilus                      

As 

Sc 

Ac 

Cu 

CL5 
Stratocumulus stratiformis 
 
 
 

CL1 
Cumulus humilus 
CL2 
Cumulus mediocris  

CM2 
Altostratus opacus 
- Thick enough to conceal the 

position of the sun or the moon  
Smooth, uniform appearance. The 
rounded masses or roll shapes result 
in grey and white shaded areas. 

CM7 
Altocumulus opacus 
- Thick enough to conceal the 

position of the sun or the moon  
The rounded masses or roll shapes 
result in grey and white shaded areas 
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 мнΥот  

. 

These low level clouds have shapes like rolls 
or balls and as such you will see light and 
dark areas (shading) 

! 

 лфΥрт 

These high level clouds are so far away 
that you cannot see any shape or shading 

/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ  ǇƘƻǘƻ ! ǘƻ . 
Å !    ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ 

Å .     ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ 

 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ς  
V [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƛȊŜΦ 
V . ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ !Φ 

V ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊΦ 

/ 

5 

/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ  ǇƘƻǘƻ / ǘƻ 5 
Å /    ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ 

Å 5    ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ς  
V [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƛȊŜΦ  
V 5 ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ /Φ 

V ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ς 
ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ. 
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/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ  ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŀ ǘƻ 9ō 
Å 9    ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ 
ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ς ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 9ŀ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ōŜƭƻǿ 9ōΦ 
Å 9ŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǿπƭŜǾŜƭ ŎǳƳǳƭǳǎ ŎƭƻǳŘ ƻŦ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΦ 
Å  9ō ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǿπƭŜǾŜƭ ŎǳƳǳƭƻƴƛƳōǳǎ 
ŎƭƻǳŘ ƻŦ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΦ 
Å ²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀǘ 9ō ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƳǳƭƻƴƛƳōǳǎ 
ŎƭƻǳŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ моπмр 
ƪƳ 
Å ¢ƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǳƳǳƭƻƴƛƳōǳǎ 
ŎƭƻǳŘ  ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƳǳƭǳǎ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀǘ 9ŀΦ 
Å ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ 9ŀ 
Å ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀǘ 9ō ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ 
ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ςǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΚ 

9 

9ŀ 9ō 

C 

tƘƻǘƻ C 
Å bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘǊǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ π  ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŀƳƳŀ 

Å ¢ƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ 
ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 9ō 

D tƘƻǘƻ D 
Å D    ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ς  
V [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ 
ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  

V /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜΦ 
V ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ 
ƻŦ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŀǊƪ ŀǊŜŀǎ όƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŀǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳύΦ  
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I 

tƘƻǘƻ I 
Å I    ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ς  
V [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  
V /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜΦ 
V ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ Ǌƻƭƭǎ 
ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƎǊŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǊƪ ƎǊŜȅ 
ŀǊŜŀǎ όƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻǘǘƻƳύΦ  

V ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŘŀǊƪŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƭƻǿπƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴƎƭŜ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ 

V Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀǊƪ ŎƭƻǳŘǎΦ 

tƘƻǘƻ L 
Å L    ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ      
      /ǳƳǳƭǳǎ όLŀύ ŀƴŘ     

           /ǳƳǳƭƻƴƛƳōǳǎ όLōύ 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ς  
V Lŀ ƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Lō  
V ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀǊŜŀ LŎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǇǊŜŎƛǇƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ 

V ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎƛǇƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ bh¢ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ōŀǎŜΦ 

V ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀǎ ŀ /ƻƴǾŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
ŎƭƻǳŘ ό/ǳƳǳƭǳǎ όLŀύ ŀƴŘ 
/ǳƳǳƭƻƴƛƳōǳǎ όLōύ 
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Photos J and K  
Å These clouds are low level clouds ς you can 

see the size of the cloud elements are large. 
Å The angle of photos J and K is looking up at 

the base of the clouds ς  
Å Look at the centre of the photos (see      ) ς 

see the top of the cloud peaking through 
the gap in the clouds. 

Å If you look closely, you will see that the top 
of the cloud is white and has a defined 
shape cauliflower type shape. 

tƘƻǘƻ [ 
Å Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƛƎƘ 
ŀƴŘ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƭƻǳŘǎΦ 

Å [ŀ ς ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ 
ς ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ 
ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ Χ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ŀƭǎƻ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ 
ǎƘŀŘƛƴƎΦ 

Å [ō ς ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ 
ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ς ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ōƛƎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǘ [ŀ Χ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ 
ǇŀǊǘǎ όŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƘŀŘƛƴƎύ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ŀ ǎƘŀǇŜ ς ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ Ǌƻƭƭ ǎƘŀǇŜΦ 
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Photo M 
Å In this photo we are looking at low level 

cloudǎ. 
Å The dark grey cloud (      ) is actually the 

base of a Cumulonimbus cloud. 
Å It is a dark colour because the position of 

the sun is preventing any reflection off the 
bottom of the cloud. 

Å On the horizon at the bottom of the photo  
(      ) one can clearly see other clouds. 

Å These are white and orange (indicating 
shading because of the cloud shape) and 
showing orange because the sun is setting 
and also on the horizon. 

Å This cloud is also a Cumulonimbus cloud. 
Å Both Cumulonimbus clouds       and         are 

approximately at the same height above the 
ground ς the one on the horizon only 
appears άlowerέ because of the impact of 
the curvature of the earthΩs surface. 
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